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I'm Benson. | have been at Operation Dawn for about 6 months due to my 8 years addiction to
methamphetamines drug use.

By the grace, love, and will of my Lord Jesus Christ, | am very thankful and grateful to be at Operation Dawn
Gilroy. It is truly a blessing from God to be here and to be guided by Pastor Peter and Teacher Samuel, for many
reasons:

e | have been reintroduced and re-connected with my Lord/King| Savior/Redeemer/shepherd/friend/master Jesus
Christ.

e | have less and less feelings of powerlessness, hopelessness, isolation, abandonment, depression, despair,
sadness, suicidal thoughts, resentment, anger, and loneliness then | did before arriving at Operation Dawn.

¢ | have learned that my meth use/drug addiction is a sin, and sin will eventually lead to my death and eternity in
hell.

e Every day, My personal relationship with my Lord Jesus Christ get closer and close, due to the daily
conversation / class lecture Pastor Peter and Teacher Samuel and the awesome volunteer teachers who
voluntarily devote their time, energy, wisdom and Knowledge to teaach us the word of God (the Bible) each
and every day.

e With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I am developing the mindset of Jesus (i.e., love God and love other). |
thank the Holy Spirit for helping me on my spiritual journey and healing.

o I've learned to be honest with myself, and to stop lying about My drug addiction (e.g., lying to Myself that |
was not hurting anybody with my Meth use; that | could control | my usage, etc.)

e I've have learned to forgive the people that have hurt me in the past.

e I've developed a practical, sustainable schedule for after I complete my one-years study: morning Bible
reading, "mini" prayers conversations with God throughout the day, saying "grace" before each meal, and
player before bedtime.

e A supportive, disciplined, caring, nurturing, friendly, spiritual, and holistic approach to recovery from
addiction.

e A great group of brothers (Cloud, Tao, Cong, James) to live with, laugh with, and to be around daily.

Again, all praise, glory, love and thanks to my Lord Jesus Christ for getting me here to Operation Dawn so
that 1 own finally get the spiritual help, guidance, counseling, support and hope | need to overcome my sin of drug
addiction. Please keep praying for my addiction recovery. Thank you.

After four decades of neglect and denial, | have finally, fully and faithfully believed in Jesus. Jesus is the
center of my world now. | love Jesus more than any of my three amazing children. Since arriving at Operation
Dawn on February 1, 2024, Jesus has profoundly transformed my heart, thinking, perspective, behavior, feelings,
soul, thought process, values, and character. With the Holy Spirit’s guidance and help, I strive to have the mindset,
values, and character of Jesus (i.e., love him #1, love others, forgiveness, faith, compassion, obedience, patience,
pureness, holiness, faithfulness, and righteousness).

Personally, since arriving at Operation Dawn, I’ve begun the process of purging and eliminating a lot of the
bitterness, hatred, loneliness, isolation, sadness, depression, frustration, revenge, pain, and suffering in my heart
and mind that made me to abuse methamphetamines and other “escape” drugs in the first place.

Further, | previously had a lot of pride in myself. I used to “pat myself on the back” and to be proud of my
personal accomplishments and successes (e.g., graduating from U.C. Berkeley, graduating from law school,
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passing the bar exam, having my own private law firm, schmoozing with the “movers and shakers” in San
Francisco government politics, etc.). | never gave credit to Jesus for any of my accomplishments, which was
totally wrong. Now, | have confessed my sin of pride and idolatry to Jesus, repented, and asked Jesus for his
forgiveness. Jesus blessed me with all my prior successes, and that is a fundamental change for me moving
forward. I realize it was the grace and generosity of God, not me, for my prior successes and accomplishments.
With the Holy Spirit’s intervention and spiritual guidance, | have changed inside me. Now, I feel more humble,
loving, peaceful, thankful, forgiving, and hopeful, all thanks to Lord Jesus.
Before coming to Operation Dawn, | made all kinds of excuses for myself for not knowing and following
Jesus. As mentioned above, | rationalized that | was intelligent and | did not need Jesus in my life. Further, I idol
worshiped by believing Buddha/Buddhism over Jesus/Christianity.
Now, | have finally taken the time, effort and energy to study and read the Bible, to reflect on the Word of

God, and to attentively listen to the teachings and guidance of Pastor Peter, Teacher Samuel, and all other
teachers/pastors.

Also, | believe the Holy Spirit has really been my spiritual mentor and guide in my spiritual journey towards
salvation and hope with Jesus.

| was definitely on the wrong path towards hell and death because my drug abuse was my God. Meth was
previously my undisputed god/idol/worship. Now, | understand how terribly wrong | was. Now, | realize my drug
use/drug addiction is a terrible sin that would lead to my eventual death. I can clearly see that my sin (meth
use/abuse) will not only lead to my physical death, but also my spiritual death. I understand and see how selfish |
was with my meth use/abuse, how self-centered, proud, dishonest, and greedy | was before. Now I'm more
grateful and can honestly say to myself that I am a sinner, 1 was born a sinner, and | am a drug addict, and that
Jesus is the only solution out of my sinful self.
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